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For the Good of  the Bees 
By Phil Duncan, President 

COMING UP 

Renew your 2019 

membership  

 GENERAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2019 

2:30 PM 
BASS PRO SHOP 

INDEPENDENCE, MO 
IN CASE OF INCLEMENT    

WEATHER ON THE DAY OF A 
MEETING, PLEASE CHECK OUR 
WEBSITE, FACEBOOK, OR CALL 

AN OFFICER 

 
2019 GENERAL MEETINGS 

BASS PRO SHOP 
INDEPENDENCE, MO 

 

Jul 21, 2019, 2:30 PM 
Aug 25, 2019, 2:30 PM 

Picnic 
Sep 15, 2019, 2:30 PM 
Oct 13, 2019, 2:30 PM 

Location TBD 
Nov 18, 2019, 2:30 PM 

Location TBD 
Dec 15, 2019, 2:30 PM 

Location TBD 

Become a MSBA 

member today 

     By now you should be looking at the end of the nectar flow.  For sec-
ond year beeks I expect you are wondering what you are going to do with 
all the honey the ladies have been storing away, unaware you are going to 
be a thief and rob them.  For first year beeks you might be able do some 
breaking and entering also, especially if you started with a nuc.  Like a good 
thief you need to remember to wear a mask (protective clothing and veil).  
They can get kind of testy when you rob them. This has been another inter-
esting year in regard to honey production as some places are getting a lot of 
honey and other places not so much.  I hope you all are having a great har-
vest this year.  One thing you might want to think about is what are you 
going to do with all of your honey?   If you don’t have a way to sell it then 
you will need lots of friends and family members. 
     Having a great honey crop can be a double edged sword.  Extracting, 
filtering and bottling your honey has an expense in both time and cash out-
lay.  If you don’t have an extractor you need to remember that the club has 
a three frame extractor and uncapping equipment to rent.  The cost is only 
$10/day.  I used it last summer and it worked great.  Contact Stuart or Nita 
Dietz for more information. 
     I have a couple of suggestions for you to increase your honey produc-
tion.  Number 1 is that if you are starting out with only foundation in your 
super frames do NOT install a queen excluder.  The bees are hesitant to 

draw out the comb above the ex-
cluder.  I speak from experience.  If 
you have drawn comb they will 
cross the excluder and store honey.  
Number 2 is that once you extract 
the honey put the supers back on 
their respective hives.  Last July I 
put the supers back for them to 
clean up the comb thinking that the 
flow was over.  When I went to re-
move and store them I was sur-
prised that they had filled or partial-
ly filled 17 combs.  I was able to 
extract another 25 lbs. of honey 
beyond the 50 lbs. I extracted in 
July.  You just never know what 
they will do. 

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/2018/01/join/
http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/2018/01/join/
https://mostatebeekeepers.org/become-an-msba-member-today/
https://mostatebeekeepers.org/become-an-msba-member-today/
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Welcome New 
Members 

By Terry Wright 

 

 Edward Ennis 

 Staphanie Ennis 

 Mike Henderson 

 Tina Henderson 

 

 

 

The Bee & Butterfly Habitat Fund 
identifies opportunities to estab-
lish critical pollinator habitat to 

help the honey bee and monarch 
butterfly populations thrive.  To 
get involved  or for more infor-
mation call 1-800-407-5337 or 

visit  

https://beeandbutterflyfund.org/
about-us  

     Aside from honey harvesting there are some other activities coming up 
over the next few months.  We will be holding our picnic.  More details 
will be forth coming.  In August the Missouri State Beekeepers Associa-
tion will once again have their booth at the Missouri State Fair in Sedalia.  
They need volunteers to work at the booth.  They sell honey, honey ice 
cream and give away information about beekeeping.  We always have a 
few go down.  You get free parking and a ticket to the fair.  You can work 
either a half day or a full day.  I worked a half day last year and had a 
blast.  Telling folks about bees is very rewarding.  All of the students who 
took this year’s class are paid members for 2019. Let us know if you can 
work the booth.  
 
Here are the dates and times: 
Sunday, August 11: Both Shifts  
Monday, August 12: Afternoon Shift 
Tuesday, August 13: Both Shifts 
Wednesday, August 14th: Both Shifts 
Saturday, Aug 17th: Afternoon Shifts 
 
     The morning shift is 10:30 am - 2:30 pm and the afternoon shift is 
2:30 pm - 6:20 pm. You can work all day if you’d like or just one shift 
If you sign up before the fair starts you will be able to get a free admission 
ticket. Information on how to get tickets and parking will be going out 
closer to fair time. 
     If we get folks going on the same date we will try to help you carpool.  
You will have a chance to meet other beekeepers from around the state.  I 
encourage you to help out.  You 
will not regret it. 
In October the Missouri State 
Beekeepers Association will hold 
their fall meeting in Moberly, 
Missouri.  The dates are October 
18th and 19th.   Our October 
meeting will follow on October 
20th.  Check out the Missouri 
State Beekeepers Association 
web page and Facebook page for 
more information. I hope to see 
a lot of our members there.  It is 
well worth the time and expense. 
See you at the July meeting on 
July 21st.  

For the Good of  the Bees 

(continued) 

By Phil Duncan, President 

https://beeandbutterflyfund.org/about-us
https://beeandbutterflyfund.org/about-us


Basic Beekeeping  

New Beekeepers It’s Time to Prepare! 

By Kyle Day, MSBA West Central  
Regional Director  
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July: Harvesting Honey for the Hobbyist  

     Well somehow, it’s already July and it’s honey extracting time, if you have Fa-
cebook I’m sure you have already seen quite a few people extracting. In the past 
years it seems the spring nectar flow ends and most beekeepers start extracting in 
early July. This year has been another crazy year, in my area (Richmond) the nec-
tar flow is in full blast and the hives were going gangbusters the last time I 
checked before writing this article (June 24th), but we are going to discuss honey 
extraction.  

     Honey extraction equipment can cost you an arm and a leg, but there are ways 
to extract on the cheap. First, when looking at extractors see if anyone around 
you has one you can use, or you can rent one from the MBA. For hot knifes you 
can use a cheap bread knife and just dip in hot water every so often. For an un-
capping tank you can use a food grade bucket and some cheesecloth. If your hive 
is only two deeps or 3 mediums do not take any off. I always tell first year bee-
keepers that you most likely will not get surplus honey because you want your 
hive to build up and be strong for the first winter. Harvest your honey after the 
bees have capped 2\3 to 3\4 of a comb. You can do this to the entire harvest as 
long as you put it all in one container like a five-gallon food grade bucket and mix 
together.  

     The only way to tell for sure that your honey is ready is to use a refractometer , 
and you will want it to read 18% or lower (honey with a moisture content below 
17.1% does not ferment.) If you have high moisture content you will need to low-
er it. I usually extract honey then put the bucket(s) in a small room/closet with a 
dehumidifier and stir twice a day until the moisture content is around 16.6-17%. 
Some people would rather do this before extracting by useing box fans on top of 
a crossed-stack of supers full of unextracted frames with a gap under the stack for 
the air to escape in a small room with a dehumidifier until they were low enough 
to extract. I have used a refractometer and I have guessed on moisture content 
and have not had a problem, but I like to use a refractometer just to be safe. 
There are a lot of club members who own them so you should be able to find one 
to borrow. For bottling honey, I use five-gallon buckets with a heavy duty honey 
gate (This can be messy so be prepared with something to catch honey under-
neath it and a hot wet rag), then use plastic honey bottles. Plastic honey bottles 
can be found through various beekeeping companies or container companies 
online or check out your local suppliers. Processed honey should be stored be-
tween 64-75°F (18- 24°C.) Honey can be exposed to higher temperatures for 
small periods, however, heat damage is cumulative thus heat exposure should be 
limited. It is best to minimize temperature fluctuations and avoid storing honey 
near heat sources. The recommended storage temperature for unprocessed honey 
is below 50°F (10°C.) The ideal temperature for both unprocessed and processed 
honey is below 32°F (0° C.) Cooler temperatures best preserve the aroma, flavor 
and color of unprocessed honey. If selling honey, always use a brand-new food 
grade container.  I usually order my own labels from vistaprint.com but there are 
a lot of different label companies out there. Bee supply companies sell labels too. 
Last year I didn’t order enough labels, so I used business cards as hang tags and it 
worked out great. Always put your name and contact information so if you sell to 
someone you don't know, they can contact you to buy more, and I do believe it is 
a state law if not selling face to face. A phone number and\or an email will work 
just fine, and also you will need net weight on labels. After I extract,  

I like to put supers back on the hive for 
the bees to clean up before storage. Sepa-
rate dark combs from supers because wax 
moths usually go after the dark comb. 

     After the supers are off, I like to check 
and treat for Varroa Mites (University of 
Minnesota Bee Lab has a lot of great Var-
roa resources and how to’s at 
beelab.umn.edu)  and evaluate overall 
hive health. Be careful because the bees 
will be testy during this time (Depending 
on the flow in your area) they can be 
overprotective of their hive and popula-
tion will be at a high. Mowing close to 
your hive can be a challenge so be safe 
and wear your veil and make sure your 
exhaust is not going towards your hive or 
bad news is sure to come to you. 

      It is best to communicate with experi-
ence beekeepers in your area to see what 
is going on. Like always if anyone needs 
help or is needing questions answered I 
am available via email at sunnydaybee-
keeping@gmail.com , contact your men-
tors, or the MBA Board is always willing 
to answer questions. Don’t forget to en-
ter your honey in the State Fair!  

Beekeeping in July Quick List 

 Honey Extraction if possible 

 “Bee” careful of testy hives when the 
flow is low/dead 

 Check Varroa Mite Levels/ Overall 
Bee Health   

 Watch out for Small Hive Beetles 

 Enter your honey in the State Fair 

 

Basic Honey Label layout I made at 

avery.com with their basic clip art and text 

options that can be printed at home on blank 

Avery labels you can find in stores or ordered 

already printed 

on their web-

site. 

 

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org


 
Honey Plants  
By James Reeves 
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Market Place 

Crooked Hill Beekeeping, 
LLC. 
Bill and Tammy George 
19133 LIV 355 
Chillicothe, MO 64601 
(660)214-0132 
www.chbeekeeping.com  

Open by appointment most days.  
Store is located on our farm; ear-
ly, late and weekend hours are 
available. Packaged bees and 
NUCs available in the spring. Lo-
cally manufactured high quality 
woodenware in stock. We offer a 
complete line of beekeeping sup-
plies and equipment. Including: 
Woodenware (assembly and 
painting available), frames, foun-
dation, smokers, tools, bee suits, 
Bug Bafflers, veils, books, feed 
supplements, honey containers, 
extracting equipment, NUC box-
es, materials to build your own 
hives. Deliveries at Cameron, 
MO every Tuesday from 6-7 
pm. Please call first. 

Beekeepers.com 
Robert Hughes 
12333 Wedd Street 
Overland Park, KS 66213
913-681-5777 
RobertLHughes2000@yahoo.com 

Beekeepers.com is your local Kan-
sas City Bee Company.  We carry a 
full line of Beekeeping Supplies, 
Bees and Queens.  Visit our web-
site www.Beekeepers.com for 
your all your beekeeping sup-
plies.  Go to our web-
site BeePackages.com to order 
your Bee Packages 
and QueenBees.com to order your 
Queens.  We are available by ap-
pointment Monday-Friday 9:00-5:00 

Sunny Day Beekeeping  
Kyle Day 
Richmond MO  
64085 
816-654-5287 
www.sunnydaybeekeeping.com 
Open by appointment on most 
days. Wide range of hours are avail-
able throughout the week. Due to 
college and work schedule, phone 
calls may not be answered right 
away, but feel free to text.  I will 
contact you back as soon as I can. 
Locally made high quality wooden-
ware. We offer all things needed to 
keep bees, including: woodenware 
(assembled and unassembled/
painted available), hive kits, frames, 
foundation, smokers, tools, bee 
suits, veils, books, honey contain-
ers, extraction equipment, NUC 
boxes, swarm traps. Free delivery to 
most Midwestern Beekeepers Asso-
ciation meetings. 

 

 

Messner Bee Farm Store 
Erik and Rachael Messner 
8301 Westridge Road 
Raytown, MO 64138 
816-585-6814 
www.messnerbeefarm.com 

Greetings and happy summer. 
     This month I want to talk about the plants 
to look for this late summer and fall. 
One that comes to mind is the Blazing Star or 
Liatris. It is a native plant to the US and it 
grows well in our USDA planting Zone 3-9. It 
has long spikey purple flower heads that 
should be dead headed periodically. It will 
reach heights of 5-6 feet plus in the right envi-
ronment. They love the bright sunshine and 
need to be watered regularly in the first year 
until well established. Other than that they are 
on their own. Bees just love the long lasting 
flowers that begin blooming in midsummer 
and will last until the fall. Liatris plants 
(Blazing Star) are grown from corms – swollen 
dormant parts of the stem.  They send up long 
shoots first which have a flower spike which 
just seems to keep growing and grow-
ing.  Choose large corms and you will get bet-
ter and bigger flowers. 
     They grow best in slightly acidic soil that is 
well drained. They don’t like wet feet. The 
common color is purple but there are some 
pink and white varieties as well. Split the 
corms of the plants in the fall. Dig them up 
after your first freeze and pick off any small 
corms that are clinging to the mother 
corm.  Store the divided corms in a cool area 
and then replant the following spring. 
When planting, dig a hole about 5-6 inches 
deep and as wide as the corm.  Plant and cover 
with soil. Space corms 4-6″ apart and the 
clumps 14-16″ apart -or even more. They will 
eventually get to be quite large clumps. 
     Another similar plant is the iron weed 
(Veronia Fasciculata). Named for its strong stem 
and colorful flowers that bloom in late sum-
mer. The flowers of Ironweed are a rare color 
in the late summer landscape, and the brilliant 
purple-crimson bloom is very attractive to 
butterflies. An excellent addition to the polli-
nator garden, Ironweed is a host plant for the 
American Painted Lady butterfly. 
However unlike the Blazing Star, Ironweed 
grows best in sandy, loam, or clay soil and 
likes the moisture. It likes full sun and will 
grow to 4-6 feet high. It bloom July August 
and September.  
Also be watching for the chicory, and aster 
flowers as the year progresses. 
Happy gardening to each of you. 

http://www.chbeekeeping.com
mailto:RobertLHughes2000@yahoo.com
http://www.sunnydaybeekeeping.com
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Packaging and Selling Honey 

By Kyle Day, MSBA West Central  
Regional Director  

The US MiteCheck Interac-
tive Map has been launched 
with a new app! A joint effort 
by the University of  MN Bee 
Squad, Michigan State Uni-
versity Michigan Pollinator 
Initiative, University of  Mar-
yland College Park's VanEn-
gelsdorp Bee Lab and 
the Bee Informed Partner-
ship.   MiteCheck was found-
ed to share varroa mite popu-
lation information among 
beekeepers and provide an 
opportunity for beekeepers 
to join a 'beekeeper citizen 
science' effort. If  you keep 
bees in the US, please share 
your powdered sugar roll 
mite test results with us via 
this survey 
at  www.mitecheck.com.   

Help us learn about Varroa 
destructor mite infestations 
across the country at the 
county level. Check out the 
map to see if  mite levels have 
been reported in your county. 

US MiteCheck 

Interactive Map 

www.mitecheck.com 

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org
www.mitecheck.com.
https://bip2.beeinformed.org/


Conferences & Events 

July 10-12, 2019 
Heartland Apicultural Society 

Annual Conference 
Nashville, Tennessee 

heartlandbees.org 
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July General Meeting 
Sunday, July 21, 2019 

Bass Pro Shop at Independence, MO 

July General Meeting 
Sunday, July 21, 2019 at 2:30PM  
Bass Pro Shop in Independence  

18001 Bass Pro Dr, Independence, MO 64055 in 
the Conservation Room on the lower level 

 
Matt Winstead will be presenting on the 

topic: 
“Taking Bees to Texas– How did it go?” 

A complete report is available under the member’s area on the 

website.  

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/about-us/ 

Oct 18-19 2019 
Missouri State Beekeep-

ers Association Fall 
Conference 

Moberly, MO 
MSBA 

Sep 8-12, 2019 
The 46th Apimondia In-

ternational  
Apicultural Congress 

Montréal, Canada  
apimondia2019.com  

August 8-18, 2019 
Missouri State Fair 

Sedalia, MO 
http://

www.mostatefair.com/ 

2020 American Beekeeping Federa-
tion Conference & Tradeshow 
January 8-11 Schaumburg, Illinois  
https://abfconference.com/ 

http://www.heartlandbees.org/
http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/about-us/
http://mostatebeekeepers.org/
http://www.apimondia2019.com/
http://www.mostatefair.com/
http://www.mostatefair.com/
https://abfconference.com/
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Missouri State Beekeepers Association 
 Fall Conference 2019 

October 18-19th  

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org


JULY GENERAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2019 

2:30 PM 
BASS PRO SHOP 

INDEPENDENCE, MO 
IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ON THE DAY 

OF A MEETING, PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE, 
FACEBOOK, OR CALL AN OFFICER 

Terry Wright 

9203 South Litchford  

Grain Valley MO  64029 

midwesternbeekeepers.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Membership dues are $15 per year for an individual, prorated for new members after July 1st to $7.50. Family 
membership available.  Membership is open to all people interested in beekeeping and entitles you to our monthly 
newsletter, free 30 day loan of books from our extensive library, discounts on bee journals, the right to free non-
commercial advertising in the newsletter, plus the opportunity to attend our informative monthly meetings. 
Members of Midwestern Beekeepers Association can advertise for free in the newsletter!  Commercial Vendors 
may advertise for $25 per year plus your annual or lifetime membership. Contact Marjorie Craig, Editor, at 
1989mmay@gmail.com, to place your ad.  

Membership/Renewal 

MidwstnBeekprsA 

Midwestern Beekeeper’s 

Association 

 Midwestern Beekeepers  

Association 

Members Closed Group 

Do you need someone to call to answer a question 

about your hives? Get your copy of the MBA’s 

Members Directory at the General Meetings! 

To make a library request, go to MBA’s library,  and 
choose your book or video.  Contact John Martin at 
jmartin98@comcast.net or 816-726-6371 to make 
your request.  John will bring your requested items to 
the next General Meeting. 
You must be a member of Midwestern Beekeepers 
Association to check out books or videos. 

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/
mailto:britzjs@gmail.com
http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/library/
mailto:jmartin98@comcast.net

