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For the Good of  the Bees 
By Phil Duncan, President 

COMING UP 

Renew your 2019 

membership  

 GENERAL MEETING 
SUNDAY,  

DECEMBER 15, 2019 
2:30 PM 

The Yellow Rock Barn 
8307 Westridge Rd. 
Raytown, MO 64138  

 

Christmas Social 
 
 

 
 

 

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT    
WEATHER ON THE DAY OF A 

MEETING, PLEASE CHECK 
OUR WEBSITE, FACEBOOK, 

OR CALL AN OFFICER 

Become a MSBA 

member today 

As I write this I am still savoring our Thanksgiving dinner and the 

time we spent with family.  I hope your bees are as well fed as I am 

and that they have lots of food for the winter.   

As we wrap up another year I hope you are looking forward to 2020.  

We are planning on offering a wide variety of presentations at our 

meetings.  As we have members with very little experience and mem-

bers with many years of experience, our goal is to have a mix of 

presentations that will appeal to all.  Your input as to what types of 

programs are most interesting to you is essential to our success. 

In addition to looking forward our organization’s activities, I suspect 

you are looking forward to getting out there with your bees.  I have 

been planning on what new equipment I want to buy and build.  I 

look forward to reading each issue of The American Bee Journal.  I 

find it interesting to see what others are doing to address the issues 

we face in keeping healthy bees.  In my free time I enjoy a few select 

YouTube channels hosted by experienced and well respected bee-

keepers.  I get my bee fix when the weather outside is cold and 

dreary.  I hope you are prepping for spring and eagerly waiting play-

ing with your bees.  Now is a good time to drop hints to your family 

as to what gifts you would like for Christmas.   

 

 . 

 

 

 

 

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/2018/01/join/
http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/2018/01/join/
https://mostatebeekeepers.org/become-an-msba-member-today/
https://mostatebeekeepers.org/become-an-msba-member-today/
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Welcome New 
Members 

By Terry Wright 

 Emily Johnson 

 Josh Johnson 

Our December meeting is a special one.  The new slate of officers 

will be inducted.  Retiring Board members will be recognized for 

their service to our organization and the new Beekeeper of the year 

will be announced.  I know that right after Thanksgiving you are 

probably not thinking about another big meal but by the time our 

December meeting rolls around I bet you will enjoy our pot luck 

dinner. 

I would like to close my last column for this year with a quote from 

our late friend, Dennis Culpepper. Nearly every time he would wrap 

up our discussions regarding his bees with these words: “I know 

that in the end they are just bugs, but I love them.” 

See you at our December meeting. 

For the Good of  the Bees 

(continued) 

By Phil Duncan, President 

Selling Honey  

New Honey Law 

 For those who are planning on selling honey and honey-related 
products at your local Farmer’s Market. With the new Honey Law that 
took place several years ago, beekeepers can now sell their own honey to 
anyone without the requirement of a commercial kitchen for bottling. 
Here is a link to those statues: 
For More Information 

 Keep in mind, if you add additional ingredients to the honey, like 
flavoring, then that is a different ballgame. Check with your local health 
department for details as these widely vary from county to county. Here 
is a link that explains the rules for labeling honey products: Guidance for 
Industry: Proper Labeling of Honey and Honey Products 

No Sales Tax Required When Selling at Farmer’s Markets 

 Recently, Missouri passed legislation that allows folks selling 
products at Farmer’s Markets to be exempt from charging sales tax. Of 
course, there are some stipulations, but here is a link to get that infor-
mation: Farmers Markets 

Life time Membership Re-

quirements 

ARTICLE IX: AWARDS  

 

Section 2: Lifetime Membership 
Award 

A. This award shall go to an indi-
vidual who has been a member of 
this Association for at least twenty 
years and has paid dues in at least 
15 of the last twenty years. 

B. The member selected for this 
award shall have the following at-
tributes: 

a. Do the most to promote the art 
of beekeeping. 

b. Promote the Association. 

c. Promote Membership in the As-
sociation. 

d. Publicize beekeeping and to in-
troduce the art of beekeeping to 
prospective future beekeepers.  

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/

members-area/association-by-laws/  

http://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=261.241&bid=14100&hl=honey%u2044
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidanceregulation/guidancedocumentsregulatoryinformation/labelingnutrition/ucm389501.htm#intro
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidanceregulation/guidancedocumentsregulatoryinformation/labelingnutrition/ucm389501.htm#intro
http://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=144.527&bid=7439&hl=honey%u2044farmers+market
http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/members-area/association-by-laws/
http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/members-area/association-by-laws/


Basic Beekeeping  
By Kyle Day, MSBA West Central  

Regional Director  
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Pollen is still a food source 

just like honey is so hives do need a 

decent amount but pollen is used 

for brood production. In the past 

many thought it given pollen patties 

hives will try to ramp up brood pro-

duction, from what I have been 

reading that turns out to be false it’s 

just seen as another resource (I am 

now planning on writing down pol-

len amounts on my hive inspection 

sheets).  

Either feeding pollen patties 

or not isn’t going to be detrimental 

to your colonies. I’m think I will be 

trying pollen patties in Jan/Feb to 

test the outcome. But you need to 

make sure they have honey or sugar 

 Winter inspections are a lot less 

intrusive than checking your hive 

any other time. If you want to see if 

your hive is alive simply put your 

ear next to the hive and lightly tap 

on the side of the hive and listen for 

the bees to buzz. Also lifting the 

back of the hive will allow you to 

roughly check its weight and give an 

idea on how much food to add if 

any at all. You can open the hive 

once a month on a warm day to 

look down through the frames to 

give an idea on how close the bees 

are to the top and to see how big 

the cluster is. You do not want to 

break the seals between the boxes 

unless for some reason you think 

it’s necessary if, so I would suggest 

taking the blue painters tape and 

wrapping around these spots. This 

will help keep cold air from entering 

the hive.  

December: In the Bee yard  
  

This time of year is great to look back to see what worked for you 

and what didn’t work for you. This  year I have had a lot of calls for about 

wrapping hives. Cold, by itself, will not usually kill hives. There are a lot of 

people north of us that will overwinter beehives in much colder weather 

than we will ever have here in Missouri. But some people still like to wrap/

insulate their own hives here in Missouri; most experienced beekeepers 

consider it optional because though it can help during the coldest part of 

winter, it can become a problem during the warm parts. With Missouri 

weather this option can be hard to manage since we can have warm spells 

in the winter months. It is one of those things you will have to try out and 

decide how well it works for you. BUT if you’re not careful can be very 

bad. 

Next is moisture control and ventilation, these two things go hand 

and hand. It’s the ability for the hive to breathe and allowing the moist air 

that comes off the cluster to rise and exit the hive and not condense on the 

internal surfaces and drip back onto the cluster. The way I do this is having 

a bottom opening allowing air to come in (The hive entrance and/or leav-

ing a screen bottom board slightly or fully opened depending on the hive) 

then adding a sugar board on top of the hive with holes drilled in it to re-

lease the air. Also, if you don’t use sugar boards you can take a couple Pop-

sicle sticks and put between your inner and outer covers to release the air 

that way, you can also make quilt boards to allow moisture to escape.   

Throughout the winter your cluster must be in contact with some sort of 

food source all winter long. Cold snaps keep a cluster tight and unable to 

move except up. A cluster only moving up to the top of a hive is bypassing 

honey stored on outside frames and ends of the frames. A cluster is usually 

round (unless you have a huge cluster of bees) and, does not fit end to end 

or side to side in a Langstroth box, because of this there is always honey 

not covered when the cluster is tight. If your bees reach the top of the 

hive, you will need to provide food on the hive until the warm weather re-

turns to us. Use fondant or moist granulated sugar to supplement your 

hive until warmer weather. Depending on winter this year, generally if the 

temperature is back and forth between warm and cold the hive will use 

more stores. Another discussion is feeding pollen patties. I have yet to feed 

them personally, the main issue I had was I didn’t want my bees to build 

up to fast because I had limited equipment and beetles love pollen patties.  

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org


Midwestern Beekeepers Association Page 4 

 

Market Place 

Crooked Hill Beekeeping, 
LLC. 
Bill and Tammy George 
19133 LIV 355 
Chillicothe, MO 64601 
(660)214-0132 
www.chbeekeeping.com  

Open by appointment most days.  Store 
is located on our farm; early, late and 
weekend hours are available. Packaged 
bees and NUCs available in the spring. 
Locally manufactured high quality 
woodenware in stock. We offer a com-
plete line of beekeeping supplies and 
equipment. Including: Woodenware 
(assembly and painting available), 
frames, foundation, smokers, tools, bee 
suits, Bug Bafflers, veils, books, feed 
supplements, honey containers, extract-
ing equipment, NUC boxes, materials to 
build your own hives. Deliveries at 
Cameron, MO every Tuesday from 6-7 
pm. Please call first. 

Beekeepers.com 
Robert Hughes 
12333 Wedd Street 
Overland Park, KS 66213
913-681-5777 
RobertLHughes2000@yahoo.com 

Beekeepers.com is your local Kan-
sas City Bee Company.  We carry a 
full line of Beekeeping Supplies, 
Bees and Queens.  Visit our web-
site www.Beekeepers.com for 
your all your beekeeping sup-
plies.  Go to our web-
site BeePackages.com to order 
your Bee Packages 
and QueenBees.com to order your 
Queens.  We are available by ap-
pointment Monday-Friday 9:00-5:00 

Sunny Day Beekeeping  
Kyle Day 
Richmond MO  
64085 
816-654-5287 
www.sunnydaybeekeeping.com 
Open by appointment on most 
days. Wide range of hours are avail-
able throughout the week. Due to 
college and work schedule, phone 
calls may not be answered right 
away, but feel free to text.  I will 
contact you back as soon as I can. 
Locally made high quality wooden-
ware. We offer all things needed to 
keep bees, including: woodenware 
(assembled and unassembled/
painted available), hive kits, frames, 
foundation, smokers, tools, bee 
suits, veils, books, honey contain-
ers, extraction equipment, NUC 
boxes, swarm traps. Free delivery to 
most Midwestern Beekeepers Asso-
ciation meetings. 

 

 

Messner Bee Farm Store 
Erik and Rachael Messner 
8301 Westridge Road 
Raytown, MO 64138 
816-585-6814 

 What a dreaded time of the year! 
Unless you like cold, snowy, do nothing 
kind of days. Not that those days are not 
acceptable, but just not for outside people 
like me. 
 So what do you do on those days 
when it’s either too cold, or too rainy or 
snowy, or too windy or you just don’t want 
to get out, kind of days? 
 Now is the time for dreaming 
about what comes next for the bees and 
the flowers. Most of the perennials are 
dormant, the bulbs are growing underneath 
the surface (under a cover of mulch), and 
the only annuals, well, they are only on the 
pages of the garden magazine. 
 I feel much better when the cro-
cus begins the break through the surface of 
the ground. Just FYI, I don’t put much 
stock in a groundhog that’s been asleep for 
several months to predict the arrival of 
spring. 
 Now is the time to plan for next 
year’s honey plant selections. There are 
dozens of gardening magazines to browse 
through. There are also videos to watch 
and a library full of how to’s at the local 
library. 
 Now is the time to learn propaga-
tion of plants. This always cuts down on 
the cost of buying new plants to try in the 
spring. There are garden clubs or friends 
who are gardeners to learn from and share 
information with. What is nice about hav-
ing gardener friends is that I have yet to 
meet one who is not willing to share their 
plants and/or plant knowledge with any-
one that expresses interest in this hobby. 
The only folks I know that is more willing 
to talk about their interest are beekeepers. 
 Lastly, now is the time to spend a 
few hours in the garage cleaning and sharp-
ening the tools we use in the garden. Most 
folks are like me when it comes to this task. 
I usually don’t take the time to clean and 
sharpen in the summer unless it becomes a 
necessity. The tools get thrown in the 
bucket, and the bucket goes in the shed 
until next time. This is not the best way, 
but it happens to us all. 
  

Jim Smith  
H# 816-230-4102 
Cell# 816 419-0717 
If no answer leave message. 
jimsbusybees@Gmail.com  
I am selling the all the following items 
for $200.00 or best offer:  
Dadant 2 frame extractor (hand cranked), 
Food grade greese, Refractometer, Elec-
tric decapping knive, 2 non-electric 
decapping knives, Bottling bucket, 2stan-
less steel sives and double screens, cheese 
cloth straining bucket, plastic utility deep 
sink, capping scratcher, grafting cups & 
Queen cages, 4 swarm traps, 2 fume 
boards and bottle of bee go,  2 man hive 
lift, multiple hive bodies, supers, nucs 
frames, Top feeders, bottom boards, in-
nercovers, and queen excluders. 

Honey Plants  

By James Reeves 

http://www.chbeekeeping.com
mailto:RobertLHughes2000@yahoo.com
http://www.sunnydaybeekeeping.com
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Basic Beekeeping  (Continued) 
By Kyle Day, MSBA West Central  

Regional Director  

 Sugar syrup should be 2 parts 
sugar to 1 part water. As it gets 
cold you will need to switch to 
wintering feeding with fondant 
or candy boards. 

 60 to 90 lbs. of honey or syrup in 
storage is the rule of thumb for 
the average two deep box (3 me-
diums) hive here in Missouri. 

 Add entrance reducers and or 
mouse guards for your entrances. 

 Hives should be exposed to the 
sun with entrances facing away 
from prevailing winds. 

 Hives should slope slightly to-
ward the entrance to allow excess 
water to drain out. Insure you 
have good ventilation but not 
direct drafts from prevailing 
winds. 

 Upper ventilation holes to allow 
humid air to flow out helps with 
the bees regulating their environ-
ment. 

 Have windbreaks that block the 
north and northwest winds. 

 Start preparing for next season. 
Clean up around beehives, start 
considering equipment, bees, and 
other supplies (talk with the local 
bee suppliers they have a lot of 
good deals and great products) 
for next Spring. It’s better to 
have them ordered early, before 
things sell out. Read books, mag-
azines, articles, etc. Beekeeping is 
always changing and there are 
continually new things to learn. 

Winter Beekeeping 

Reminders 

 For those of you on the OA train, days over 40 degrees this time 

of year would be a great day to treat with that. Please remember all the 

safety requirements that goes along with treating with OA.  Remember 

on warm days to check hives and when snow piles up make sure it’s not 

blocking hive entrances. Good luck and wish 100% survival rates for 

everyone’s colonies, but don’t give up if your hives don’t make it. It’s all 

a learning experience so just keep trying!   

I hope you have renewed your Midwestern Beekeepers Associa-

tion(MBA) membership, and your Missouri Beekeepers Association

(MSBA) membership. 

 I am working on article outlines for the next year. If you have 

any article topics you would like to see or something I can do to better 

the articles for you all, let me know. Feel free to contact me 

kyle.day.1999@gmail.com.  

Manuka Honey: what is all the buzz about?   
 

Excerpt from the book Honey Companion by Suzy Scherr 
 

Manuka honey is made by bees that pollinate the Manuka bush in 
New Zealand. It has a strong, slightly bitter flavor and was used me-
dicinally in New Zeland for ages.  
What sets it apart form other honey 
is its high levels of certan antibacte-
rial compounds, including methyl-
glyoxal (MGO) and leptosperin, 
which superchatge its potency. 
Labatory studies have shown that 
this type of honey can kill antibiotic-
resistant germs such as Staphyloccus 
aureus and MRSA, but it can also be 
effective in treating infected 
wounds, burns, and eczema. 

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org
mailto:kyle.day.1999@gmail.com


Conferences & Events 

 

Midwestern Beekeepers Association Page 6 

 

 General Meeting 
 

 GENERAL MEETING 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019 
2:30 PM 

The Yellow Rock Barn 
8307 Westridge Rd. 
Raytown, Mo 64138  

Christmas Social 
The Association will provide the meats, breads, drinks 

and paper goods. Please bring a side dish to share. 

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/about-us/ 

 

 

March 13-14 2019 
Missouri State Beekeepers Association 

Spring Conference 
Rockhurst University  KC Mo 

2020 American Beekeeping Feder-
ation Conference & Tradeshow 

January 8-11 Schaumburg, Illinois  
https://abfconference.com/ 

Jan 9-11, 2020 Great Plains 

Growers Conference Missouri 

Western State University St. Jo-

seph, MO greatplainsgrow-

ersconference.org 

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/about-us/
https://abfconference.com/
https://www.greatplainsgrowersconference.org/
https://www.greatplainsgrowersconference.org/
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PLEASE CHECK ONE:  _____RENEWAL _____NEW MEMBERSHIP 

2019 INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP:       $15 

2019 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP:        $18 
TWO OR MORE FAMILY MEMBERS AT THE SAME HOUSEHOLD 
LIMITED TO TWO VOTES, TWO EMAILS AND PHONE CONTACTS 
NAME #1 ___________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: ____________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL: ____________________________________________________________ 

NAME#2___________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: ____________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL: ____________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to:        Midwestern Beekeepers Association 

Mail to:                                             Midwestern Beekeepers Association 
        9203 S Litchford Rd   
                  Grain Valley MO  64029 

Questions:                                         Contact Terry Wright at (816) 578-4460  

        926wright@gmail.com  

CITY______________________________________________ST____ZIP_________ 

 

 

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org
mailto:926wright@gmail.com


 GENERAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019 

2:30 PM 
The Yellow Rock Barn 

8307 Westridge Rd. 
Raytown, MO 64138  

 

Terry Wright 

9203 South Litchford  

Grain Valley MO  64029 

midwesternbeekeepers.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Membership dues are $15 per year for an individual, prorated for new members after July 1st to $7.50. Family 
membership available.  Membership is open to all people interested in beekeeping and entitles you to our monthly 
newsletter, free 30 day loan of books from our extensive library, discounts on bee journals, the right to free non-
commercial advertising in the newsletter, plus the opportunity to attend our informative monthly meetings. 
Members of Midwestern Beekeepers Association can advertise for free in the newsletter!  Commercial Vendors 
may advertise for $25 per year plus your annual or lifetime membership. Contact Marjorie Craig, Editor, at 
1989mmay@gmail.com, to place your ad.  

Membership/Renewal 

MidwstnBeekprsA 

Midwestern Beekeeper’s 

Association 

 Midwestern Beekeepers  

Association 

Members Closed Group 

Do you need someone to call to answer a question 

about your hives? Get your copy of the MBA’s 

Members Directory at the General Meetings! 

To make a library request, go to MBA’s library,  and 
choose your book or video.  Contact John Martin at 
jmartin98@comcast.net or 816-726-6371 to make 
your request.  John will bring your requested items to 
the next General Meeting. 
You must be a member of Midwestern Beekeepers 
Association to check out books or videos. 

http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/
mailto:britzjs@gmail.com
http://www.midwesternbeekeepers.org/library/
mailto:jmartin98@comcast.net

